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On the CroCodilian genus PEROSUOHIJS. 

BY EDWARD D. COPE. 

Charactere.-Toes 5-4, with claws two-three. No osseous nasal septuim 
or bony eyelid. Belly protected by series of osseous plates, as well as the 
back. 

All the genera of Crocodiles hitherto known as living are characterized 
by the possession of three claws on the fore foot. The present therefore 
offers a remarkable exception. The free fingers and half webbed toes, and 
the bony abdominal buckler, together with the cartilaginous nasal septum are 
points of strong resemblance to Jacare (Gray, including Csernan Gray), but it 
differs from these creatures in the lack of bony orbital plate. In specific cha- 
racters it differs from those of this genus, which it most resembles, as J. n i- 
g r a, in the absence of a transverse bony ridge between the orbits. Another 
feature of importance is the relation of the canine teeth of the lower jaw to the 
upper. On one side this tooth is received into a notch, as in Crocodiles, on 
the others it enters a pit of the maxillary bone, within the border of the 
same, as in Alligators I This remarkable combination may be abnormal even 
in this species, but this cannot be now ascertained, as it rests at the present 
time on a single specimen only. As its affinities are rather more alliga- 
torial, I am disposed to anticipate that the dental arrangement of the latter 
type will be most common. 

PEzaosucnus FUSCUS Cope. 
Char. 8pecificus.-Nuchal plates in a cross row of six; cervicals in four 

cross-rows, all of four plates except the last of two. Dorsal plates six-in 
a few eight in each transverse row. No posterior crest on arm or leg. Tail 
short with remarkably low crest. Muzzle broad, flat, without any ridges; 
its width at the eighth tooth entering 1-4 in length from end of muzzle to 
anterior margin of orbit. 

Description.-The specimen in the Museum of the Academy is young, 
measuring only 2 feet 5 inches in length. Of this the skull measures to the 
margin of the supra-occipital 2 in. 10.5 lin.; and the tail from the vent 13 in. 
1 line. From groin to heel 3 in. 2-5 lines, and the hind foot 2 in. 7-5 lines. 
The muzzle is a broad ovate, the sides rather more convergent anteriorly 
than in the Alligator m i s s i s s i p p i e n s i s. There is a thickeningf in front 
of each orbit, and between them on the middle line another, which together 
enclose two shallow concavities. Superciliary margins raised, the cranial 
table quite flat. The margin of the quadrato-jugal bone projects strongly. 
The scales of the limbs are all smooth and those of the dorsal region with 
very low keels. The sides have four longitudinal rows of ovate scales sepa- 
rated by scarcely defined smaller ones. The abdominal plates are longer 
than broad, and are in twelve longitudinal rows. Dorsals in seventeen 
transverse series from interscapular to crural region. The lateral crests of 
the tail are only obtuse keels; they unite on the thirteenth annulus behind 
the vent inclusive. Color above dark brown, almost black on the upper sur- 
face of the head. The tail is paler, of a light olive brown. Lower surface 
everywhere bright yellow, including the entire lower jaw and margin of the 
upper. Eyelids and a band through ear yellow, the former with a black spot 
above. 

Remarks.-This interesting addition to our knowledge of the Reptilia was 
made by Schulte Buckow, of New York, while on a visit to the interior part 
of the course of the Magdelena River, in New Grenada. This naturalist 
has also enriched our collections with other interesting vertebrata of that 
region, both living and dead. 
1868.] 


	Article Contents
	p. 203

	Issue Table of Contents
	Proceedings of the Academy of Natural Sciences of Philadelphia, Vol. 20 (1868), pp. i-iv+1-430+1-16
	Volume Information [pp. 420-428]
	Front Matter [pp. i-iv]
	Jan. 7th, 1868 [p. 1]
	Jan. 14th [p. 1]
	Jan. 21st [pp. 1-2]
	A Monograph of the Alcidæ [pp. 2-81]
	List of Birds Collected in Southern Arizona by Dr. E. Palmer; With Remarks [pp. 81-85]
	Jan. 28th [p. 85]
	Feb. 4th [pp. 85-86]
	Special Meeting, Feb. 6th [p. 86]
	Feb. 11th [p. 86]
	Feb. 25th [p. 87]
	Descriptions of Some New Species of Diurnal Lepidoptera. Series III [pp. 87-91]
	March 10th [p. 91]
	March 17th [pp. 91-92]
	March 24th, 1868 [pp. 92-93]
	March 31st [p. 93]
	Remarks on the New Species of Osmerus (O. Sergeanti) [pp. 93-94]
	Description of Nine Species of Unionidæ from Lake Nicaragua, Central America [pp. 94-96]
	An Examination of the Reptilia and Batrachia Obtained by the Orton Expedition to Equador and the Upper Amazon, with Notes on Other Species [pp. 96-140]
	Sexual Law in Acer dasycarpum Ehrb [pp. 140-141]
	April 21st [p. 142]
	April 28th [p. 142]
	On a New Mineral in Cryolite [pp. 142-143]
	Description of Sixteen New Species of the Genus Unio of the United States [pp. 143-145]
	Notes on Some Singular Forms of Chinese Species of Unio [pp. 145-146]
	May 5th [pp. 146-147]
	May 12th [p. 147]
	May 19th [pp. 147-148]
	May 26th [p. 148]
	List of Birds Collected at Laredo, Texas, in 1866 and 1867 [pp. 148-150]
	Descriptions of Four New Species of Exotic Unionidæ [p. 150]
	Descriptions of Twenty-Six New Species of Melanidæ of the United States [pp. 151-153]
	Variations in Epigæa repens [pp. 153-156]
	Monœcism in Luzula campestris [p. 156]
	June 2d, 1868 [pp. 156-158]
	June 9th [p. 159]
	June 16th [p. 159]
	June 23d [pp. 159-160]
	June 30th [p. 160]
	Descriptions of Seven New Species of Unio from North Carolina [pp. 160-161]
	Description of Two New Species of Unionidæ from Equador [pp. 161-162]
	Descriptions of Unionidæ from the Lower Cretaceous Formation of New Jersey [pp. 162-164]
	A Sketch of the Natural Order Liliaceæ, as Represented in the Flora of the States of Oregon and California, with Special Reference to the Plants Collected in an Excursion along Our Pacific Coasts, A. D. 1866 [pp. 165-174]
	Notice of Some Vertebrate Remains from Harden Co., Texas [pp. 174-176]
	Indication of an Elotherium in California [p. 177]
	Notice of Some Reptilian Remains from Nevada [pp. 177-178]
	Notice of Some Vertebrate Remains from the West Indian Islands [pp. 178-180]
	July 7th, 1868 [p. 180]
	July 14th [pp. 180-182]
	July 21st [pp. 182-183]
	July 28th [p. 183]
	Mitchella repens, L., a Diœcious Plant [pp. 183-184]
	Second Contribution to the History of the Vertebrata of the Miocene Period of the United States [pp. 184-194]
	Notice of Some Remains of Horses [p. 195]
	Notice of Some Extinct Cetaceans [pp. 196-197]
	Remarks on a Jaw Fragment of Megalosaurus [pp. 197-200]
	Remarks on Conosaurus of Gibbes [pp. 200-202]
	August 25th [p. 202]
	On the Crocodilian Genus Perosuchus [p. 203]
	Sept. 15th [p. 204]
	Sept. 29th [pp. 204-205]
	Notice of American Species of Ptychodus [pp. 205-208]
	Synopsis of the Extinct Batrachia of North America [pp. 208-221]
	On Agaphelus, a Genus of Toothless Cetacea [pp. 221-227]
	Oct. 13th [p. 227]
	Oct. 20th [pp. 227-228]
	Oct. 27th [pp. 228-229]
	Notice of Some American Leeches [pp. 229-230]
	Notice of Some Remains of Extinct Pachyderms [pp. 230-233]
	On Some Cretaceous Reptilia [pp. 233-242]
	On the Origin of Genera [pp. 242-300]
	Variations in Taxodium and Pinus [pp. 300-302]
	Nov. 3d, 1868 [pp. 302-303]
	Nov. 17th [pp. 303-304]
	Nov. 24th [pp. 304-305]
	Sixth Contribution to the Herpetology of Tropical America [pp. 305-313]
	Dec. 1st [pp. 313-314]
	Dec. 15th [p. 314]
	Dec. 22d [pp. 314-315]
	Dec. 29th [p. 315]
	Notice of Some Remains of Extinct Insectivora from Dakota [pp. 315-316]
	Observations on Reptiles of the Old World. Art. II [pp. 316-323]
	Notes on Some Points in the Structure and Habits of the Palæzoic Crinoidea [pp. 323-334]
	On the Seed Vessels of Forsythia [p. 334]
	Remarks on Some Types of Carboniferous Crinoidea, with Descriptions of New Genera and Species of the Same, and of One Echinoid [pp. 335-359]
	Description of Seven New Species of American Birds from Various Localities, with a Note on Zonotrichia melanotis [pp. 359-361+429-430]
	Analytical Table of the Species of Baridius Inhabiting the United States [pp. 361-365]
	The Gyrinidæ of America, North of Mexico [pp. 365-373]
	Notes on the Species of Agonoderus, Bradycellus and Stenolophus Inhabiting America North of Mexico [pp. 373-382]
	Report of the Curators [pp. 383-385]
	Librarian's Report [pp. 385-387]
	Report of the Recording Secretary [p. 387]
	Report of the Committee on Herptology and Ichthyology [pp. 387-388]
	Reports of the Conchological Section [pp. 388-392]
	Elections for 1868 [p. 393]
	Correspondence of the Academy for 1868 [pp. 394-396]
	Donations to the Museum, 1868 [pp. 396-400]
	Donations to the Library, 1868 [pp. 400-419]
	Biological and Microscopical Department of the Academy of Natural Sciences [pp. 1-16]



